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*** PRESS RELEASE *** 
MAYOR LONDON BREED AND TREASURER JOSÉ CISNEROS 
ANNOUNCE NEW MEASURES TO SUPPORT BUSINESSES IN 

RESPONSE TO COVID-19 
San Francisco extends the deadline for businesses to pay their Business Registration Fee by four 

months and further extends the deferral of Unified License Fees for businesses 
 

San Francisco, CA — Mayor London N. Breed and Treasurer José Cisneros today announced 
new measures to support San Francisco businesses during the COVID-19 pandemic. These 
efforts include deferring collection of the Business Registration Fee for four months and further 
deferring collection of Unified License Fees. Unified License Fees include charges from City 
departments to restaurants and food businesses, bars, convenience stores, many small retailers, 
hotels, tour operators, and other businesses. The previously announced deferral on business taxes 
for small businesses and additional supports for small businesses remain in place.  
 
“Many businesses in San Francisco are struggling with a loss of revenue due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and we must do everything we can to support them and their employees during this 
challenging time,” said Mayor Breed. “Deferring the collection of these fees provides some 
immediate financial relief for business as we continue to try to help them stay afloat and take 
care of their employees.” 
 
“Our business community is being hit hard financially, and we must continue to take aggressive 
steps to support them and their employees though this crisis,” said Treasurer José Cisneros. “I’m 
proud of our citywide efforts to lessen the burdens on taxpayers, and I will continue to work to 
assist San Francisco businesses through this difficult time.” 
 
“We must especially support our small businesses in every way possible,” said Supervisor 
Gordon Mar. “Essential neighborhood businesses and their frontline employees are keeping our 
communities running, and even merchants forced to shut down are dedicating themselves in 
creative ways to strengthen our neighborhoods.” 
 
The measures Mayor Breed and Treasurer Cisneros announced today are the following: 
 
Deferral of Business Registration Fee 
The City will extend the 2020 Business Registration Fee deadline by four months to September 
30, 2020. At the end of April, Business Registration Renewal instructions are mailed to 
businesses to renew their registration to maintain their ability to do business in San Francisco for 
the upcoming fiscal year. This year, the registration renewal fee is now due by September 30, 
2020 instead of by May 31, 2020. Mayor Breed will be working with Treasurer Cisneros to 
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notify businesses that the Business Registration Fee can be deferred. This will lead to 
$49 million in deferrals for 89,000 businesses. 
 
Deferral of Business Licensing Fees 
The City will provide tax relief for businesses by further delaying the City’s collection of the 
unified license fees until September 30, 2020. The unified license fees include, but are not 
limited to, charges to restaurants and food businesses, bars, convenience stores, many small 
retailers, hotels, and tour operators, from departments such as the Department of Public Health, 
Entertainment Commission, Fire Department, and Police Department. This will lead to $14 
million in deferrals impacting 11,000 payees. In March, Mayor Breed announced an initial three-
month delay for the collection of the fee. 
 
Mayor Breed’s other initiatives to support small business include: 
 

- Business tax deferrals for small businesses with up to $10 million in gross receipts. 
Mayor Breed and Treasurer Cisneros notified small businesses that their first quarter 
businesses taxes can be deferred until February 2021. No interest payments, fees, or fines 
will accrue as a result of the deferral. 

- $10 million Workers and Families First Paid Sick Leave Program, providing up to 40 
hours of paid sick leave per employee; 

- $9 million Emergency Loan Fund providing up to $50,000 in zero interest loans for 
individual small businesses; 

- $2 million Resiliency Grants providing up to $10,000 grants to over 200 small 
businesses; 

- $2.5 million in support for working artists and arts and cultural organizations financially 
impacted by COVID-19; 

- Supporting nonprofits funded by the City so workers don’t lose their incomes; 
- Issuing a Moratorium on Commercial Evictions for small and medium sized businesses 

that can’t afford to pay rent; 
- Advocating for additional resources for small business and workers through the federal 

CARES Act; 
- Establishing City Philanthropic www.Give2SF.org Fund, where donations will support 

housing stabilization, food security, and financial security for workers and small 
businesses impacted by coronavirus; 

- Launching a one stop City website for businesses and workers seeking resources, 
contacts, and updates during the COVID-19 emergency: www.oewd.org/covid19.  

 
Earlier this month, Mayor Breed and Board of Supervisors President Norman Yee announced the 
creation of a COVID-19 Economic Recovery Task Force. The Task Force is charged with 
guiding the City’s efforts to sustain and recover local businesses and employment, and mitigate 
the economic hardships that are already affecting the most vulnerable San Franciscans. Their 
work will support San Francisco organizations and individuals throughout the remainder of the 
Shelter-in-Place Order, and will lay the groundwork for economic recovery once the City has 
made meaningful progress containing COVID-19. 
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